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WorldAutoSteel Joins Global Initiative to Road Test
New Green House Gas Standard

Brussels, 15 February 2010 — WorldAutoSteel joins corporations from 17 countries and 20
industry sectors in a road test of a new global framework for green house gas emissions (GHG)
measurement. The road test is part of the GHG Protocol Initiative convened by the World
Resource Institute (WRI) and World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD),
whose mission is to develop internationally accepted GHG accounting and reporting standards and
promote their use worldwide. WorldAutoSteel announced today its participation in the road test for
one of two new standards developed through the GHG Protocol Initiative: the Product Life Cycle

Accounting and Reporting Standard. This standard provides guidance for the preparation of a GHG

emissions inventory for a given product.

“WorldAutoSteel is committed to and actively seeking opportunities to support life cycle

thinking around the globe for automotive design and material selection decisions,” said Edward
Opbroek, Director, WorldAutoSteel. “The GHG Protocol Initiative gives us an opportunity to

test and improve methodologies used to analyse material impact on vehicle life cycles.”
WorldAutoSteel participants will use the University of California at Santa Barbara GHG Materials

Comparison Model to fulfil the requirements for the road test and create case studies of vehicle life

cycle emissions using a variety of materials, powertrains and fuel sources.

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) is a technique compiling an inventory of relevant inputs and outputs
of a product system, evaluating the potential environmental impacts associated with those inputs
and outputs, and interpreting the results of the inventory and impact phases in relation to the goal

and scope of a study.

Current regulations being developed around the world are centering on tailpipe, or use phase
emissions. However, it is not just vehicle use that causes GHG emissions, but all of its life cycle

stages, from material production and vehicle manufacturing to vehicle end-of-life management.

A Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) approach, focused on the impact of GHG emissions, assists
automakers in evaluating and reducing the total energy consumed and the lifetime GHG emissions
of their products. Regulations that consider only the vehicle use phase can encourage use of low-
density, GHG-intensive materials that provide somewhat lighter weight components. However, this

may have the unexpected result of increasing GHG emissions during the vehicle’s total life cycle.
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“If materials are selected based on their performance in just one phase of a vehicle’s life, it could
result in the unintended consequences of higher emissions over the whole life cycle,” said Opbroek.

“Or, worse yet, impose severe cost increases for no ultimate gain on emissions improvements.”

To learn more about the GHG Protocol Initiative, visit www.ghgprotocol.org.

About WorldAutoSteel

WorldAutoSteel, the automotive group of the World Steel Association, is comprised of sixteen major
global steel producers from around the world.

Our mission is to advance and communicate steel’s unique ability to meet the automotive industry’s
needs and challenges in a sustainable and environmentally responsible way. We are committed to
a low carbon future, the principles of which are embedded in our continuous research,
manufacturing processes, and ultimately, in our advanced automotive steel products, for the benefit
of society and future generations.

To learn more about WorldAutoSteel and its projects, visit www.worldautosteel.org

Members of WorldAutoSteel are:

Anshan Iron and Steel Group Corporation — China
Arcelor Mittal - Luxembourg

Baoshan Iron & Steel Co. Ltd. - China
Hyundai-Steel Company - South Korea

JFE Steel Corporation - Japan

Kobe Steel, Ltd. - Japan

Nippon Steel Corporation - Japan

Nucor Corporation - USA

POSCO - South Korea

Severstal - Russia/USA

Sumitomo Metal Industries, Ltd. - Japan

Tata Steel & Corus - India, UK, Netherlands
ThyssenKrupp Stahl AG - Germany

United States Steel Corporation - USA

Usinas Siderurgicas de Minas Gerais S.A. - Brazil
voestalpine Stahl GmbH - Austria

it
WorldAutoSteel Contacts:
For Europe and Asia/Pacific: For the Americas:
Cees Ten Broek, Director Communications, Kate Hickey, Communications Manager,
WorldAutoSteel WorldAutoSteel
T: +32 2 702 89 33 M: +1 734 905 0062
M: +31 6 53 33 86 23 E: khickey@worldautosteel.org

E: tenbroek@worldsteel.org
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